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THE

PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGE

Well the jazz
festival season
IS wrapping

up, finals are
approaching
and we have
survived
another school
year. | hope it was a good on
for everyone. As we head into
the summer months let me tak

a moment to remind you about
some important things coming
up in the next year.
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Congratulations are in order for our newest sléte o
officers. Heather Menschhas been reelected as

The Jazz Connection and director, Bob Price, combine many facets to create
unified performances. See story, page 3.
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like to thankPaul Baker who

has served on the board for the Continued on next page.




Page 2 May 2013

T.J.E.A Newsletter

last three years and whose term is ending.
Congrats to all and thank you for your service to
TJIEA.

Another big thank you needs to go ouDan
Cavanaghwho is serving in his second year as the
editor of the All-State Jazz Etudes. Thisis a
monumental job and we all owe him, and all the
contributing composers, a great deal of gratitude.

Remember that there will be two All-State Jazz
Bands at TMEA next year so encourage your
students to get involved.

| hope you all have a great summer and come bac
swingin’ in the fall!

Cheers,
Greg Ball, President TJEA

2013 TJEA Jazz Symposium

Spend some quality time this summer with two ddy®laxing, learning and having fun. Make plans to
attend the summer 2013 TJEA Jazz Symposium in Miliets Aric Schneller, jazz director at Sam Housto
State University and our incoming TJEA presidentiosting this event and welcomes your clinic iceas$
proposals. These can be sent to Arisciineller@shsu.edu

Dates and location:

June 7-8, 2013

Gaertner Performing Arts Center
Sam Houston State University
Huntsville, TX

Symposium Schedule:

Friday

1-2 pm: Registration

2-3 pm: Clinic

3-4 pm: Reading Session

4-5 pm: Clinic

5:00 pm: Dinner on your own

8:00 pm: Jam Session at The Stardust

Official Hotel Information:

Holiday Inn Express
148 South IH-45
Huntsville, TX 77340
936-295-4300

Saturday
9-10 am: Roundtable "Coffee Talk"

10-11 am: Clinic

11-12 pm: Clinic

12-1 pm: Lunch (provided)
1-2 pm: Clinic

2-3 pm: Clinic

3-4 pm: Reading Session

16 rooms (8 doubles, 8 singles) are blocked for our Sgmpofor Friday night.
Since most everyone coming is a public school teacher, yohefgtate Rate ($85/nightinstead of the regular

$155/night.

You will need to show your school ID upon check-in to ree¢hat rate.

This information can be found on our web sit@i#://tjea.org/tjeasymposium.php

We hope to see you there!
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Creatively Combining Resources

The Jazz Connectiongstablished b¥ob Price,is a non-profit organization that has createdza gnsemble
for young musicians from area junior high and héghools in the Conroe-The Woodlands area just rajrth
Houston. Bob explains, “We started the band inilAgr2009. Our program is geared towards studdrets
are interested in a comprehensive approach to gazamg, rock, R&B, and improvisationfhe Jazz
Connectionwas started as | began to notice that very feth@tocal schools had a working jazz ensemble.
As a private music teacher | had several studeitkstire desire to explore various genres of musdfalt

that giving them a place to further learn theitinsient and build relationships with students frattmer
schools would benefit them immensely.”

The Jazz Connectiorexplores all types of stage band material rangiog the 1930’s and 1940’s to present
times including songs by Stan Kenton, Maynard FesguGordon Goodwin, and Woody Herman. They
currently rehearse two to three Sundays per mdrttieaConroe Community Church. The band has
performed all over the greater Houston area inalyidiigs at the Montgomery Food and Wine Tastingg Th
Commemorative Air Force, the Continental Club irulsiion and other miscellaneous concerts and private
parties in the Conroe, Texas community. Additign@aob has recruited assistance from some prafaasti
musicians and band directors who assist from tortarte in this educational process.

Price explained the larger picture of the grousaying, “We are strictly a volunteer
Continued on next page...
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group; all participants, including the studentsfessionals, and myself, give up Sunday afternoospend
time together learning this art form. We do ndtesti fees to be a part of the group and no ong paid; all
practices and performances are on a voluntary b&gesrecently became a 501c.3 organization and are
actively soliciting corporate sponsors to furthez endeavor. Our long term goal is to have a rshkapace
of our own in which students can spend time pradiand socializing with like-minded students.”

Since the group was formed there has been grgaines from kids, parents and band directors. yédas
the group had ten, either past or present studeatscipate in the District 9 All-Region Jazz Emdse and
one that made the Texas All-State Jazz Ensembteording to Price the group stays busy. “We have
performed at twenty-eight different events. Thelsnts have really grown in their sight readingdiskis well
as improvisation. We were lucky to be able to haparky Koerner from The College of The Mainland in
Texas City clinic the kids a year ago. The barslgrawn to a size that we could almost have twibhe
bands if we limited one player to a part but | &edi it is best to include everyone. | think ialso a great
opportunity for the students to interact with statdefrom other schools. | know it has been aealor for
me to be able to teach the kids that are reallgggtd do something in their lives. | think otharedtors
should do the same in their area where feasible.”

Feel free to contact Bob Price for more informationhow the group started or how you can supperbtnd
and help them achieve their goals at 936-648-33Ti¥o@@]azzconnectionband.com

Bob Priceis currently an active private lesson teacher vlil® private sax, clarinet, and flute studentshia t
Conroe and Montgomery, Texas area. He grew uglamfa, Georgia and started playing at age fivee H
was a freelance musician in Atlanta, played atFdags over Georgia, attended North Texas State &fsity
and participated in the lab jazz program. Bob h&sypd back up for Trini Lopez, Ward Duvall, and Pau
Haney and is also owner of a used instrument apdirdusiness.

2013 DownBeat Student Music Awards
Booker T. Washington H.S.P.V.A., Bart Marantz, director

Congratulation to the jazz students at Dallas’ Bwok Washington High School for Performing andudis
Arts and their directors for their many awards aghis year in the DownBeat magazine Student Music
Awards. Director, Bart Marantz, sent the followilgj of BTW winners in several categories.

Performing Arts High School Winner

1. Blues/Pop/Rock Soloist Mike Mitchell, Drums

2. Blues/Pop/Rock Group BTW Midi Ensemble "12

Performing Arts High School Outstanding Performance

1. Jazz Group/Combo — Instrumental BTW Jazz Combo ‘13
2. Blues/Pop/Rock Soloist Matthew Babinieux, Alto Sax

3. Blues/Pop/Rock Group BTW Midi Ensemble ‘13

Continued on next paae...
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4. Original Composition Lead Sheet Ben Hickson, Purge Original Jazz

5. Large Vocal Jazz Ensemble BTWHSPVA Jazz SingerKent Ellingson, director
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COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND

On March 28 the two jazz
combos from the College of
the Mainland in Texas City
presented an evening of jazz.
“It is great having two combos
this semester allowing for the
students to have more time
dealing with improvisation,
which as we know is the heart
and soul of jazz,” said college
jazz director Sparky

Koerner. Both combos
performed on April 13, 2013
for the Colleges Open House /
Alumni Event.

The College of the Mainland
Jazz Ensemble, presented their
spring concert on April 16in
Celebration oflazz

Appreciation Month “I have

always tried to schedule some 35,7 combo at COM Open House performance . Kim Chavez, trumpet;

sort of concert or jam 'session Ben Hewett, piano; Al Cofrin, bass; Bryan Chapman,  drums.
during April to help bring

recognition to jazz music,” said Sparky. area. The annual GCIC Jazz Festival gives students
an opportunity to hear other community college

Sparky reported all three groups from COM groups. This year several combos performed as

performed at the GCIC Jazz Festival on Aprif'20 well as full ensembles. The Directors’ Band was

at Brazosport College. The GCIC is the Gulf once again a highlight of the day backing up guest

Coast Intercollegiate Consortium, a partnership artist, American Idol vocalist and bassiSgsey

among the music and visual art departments of the  Abrams.
sixteen community colleges in the greater Houston

Plan Ahead to JAM !!

If you missed the opportunity to showcase your grouparticipate in Jazz Appreciation Month in Apri
starting planning now for how you can take parttryear. Check out the JAM web site:
http://www.smithsonianjazz.org/index.php?option=c@ontent&view=article&id=11&Itemid=70

[Editor: Thanks go to Sparky Koerner for sending tollowing J.A.M. description.]

April is Jazz Appreciation Month

The purpose of Jazz Appreciation Month is to draw heritage. In addition, JAM is intended to stimulate the
greater public attention to the extraordinary heritage and current jazz scene and encourage people of all ages to
history of jazz and its importance as an American cultural participate in jazz—to study the

Continued on next paae...
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music, attend concerts, listen to jazz on radio and
recordings, read books about jazz, and support
institutional jazz programs.

The U.S. Congress passed legislation which was signed
by the President in August 2003, Public Law 108-72,
declaring “(1) the Smithsonian Institution’s National
Museum of American History should be commended for
establishing a Jazz Appreciation Month; and (2)
musicians, schools, colleges, libraries, concert halls,
museums, radio and television stations, and other
organizations should develop programs to explore,
perpetuate, and honor jazz as a national and world
treasure.”

The Smithsonian operates the world’'s most
comprehensive set of jazz programs—it collects jazz
artifacts, documents, recordings, and oral histories;
curates exhibitions and traveling exhibitions; operates its
own big band, the Smithsonian Jazz Masterworks
Orchestra; publishes books and recordings on jazz;
offers fellowships for research in its collections; and
offers concerts, educational workshops, master classes,
lectures, seminars, and symposia. Launching JAM is
consistent with the Smithsonian’s 30-year record of

leadership in jazz.

The noted producer-musician Quincy Jones helped the
Smithsonian’s National Museum of American History
announce the Jazz Appreciation Month initiative, at a
press conference in July 2001. Branford Marsalis helped
kick off the first JAM, in April 2002. The Smithsonian
Jazz Masterworks Orchestra, the museum’s acclaimed
18-member big band, performed a weekend of concerts.
There were lectures, educational offerings, and an
exhibition. Also, in honor of Jazz Appreciation Month, the
museum will continue to collaborate with other national
institutions in a range of educational and outreach
activities as it has in the past.

April was chosen for two reasons. First, April maximizes
JAM'’s educational potential because it is the end of the
school year when schools can not only participate, but
student jazz ensembles can culminate year-long
preparations and play at their best. Secondly, April is
also the birth month of a number of leading figures in
jazz: Duke Ellington, Ella Fitzgerald, Bessie Smith,
Johnny Dodds, Billie Holiday, Charles Mingus, Lionel
Hampton, Gerry Mulligan, Shorty Rogers, Tito Puente,
and Herbie Hancock.

“Herd” trombonist, Phil Wilson, in concert

Trombonist and educatdphil Wilson, will perform May 16, 2013 with thBecos River Brass Big Bandt
the Irving Arts Center in Irving, Texas for th&itfoody Herman 100 Birthday Concert This is a chance to

hear one of the former Woody Herman band membens that great band of the 1960's. More information

and a link to purchase tickets can be found hatg://www.artandseek.org/event.php?id=46800

According to the web site Special guest Phil Wilson is one of the last simgymembers of the Herd. Mr.
Wilson, recently retired professor at the prestigidBerklee College of Music in Boston, is an ouiditag

trombone performer and writer. He was the lead toome during the Swinging Herd era and his remar&abl

talents will be on display during the concert. HgIn Pecos River Brass Big Band to perform higit&for

Woody" during the second half of the skiow

According to Wikipedia, Phillips Elder Wilson, Jr.(born January 19, 1937 in Belmont, Massachusé&tts)
jazz trombonist, arranger, and teacher. He mighbbst known as an instructor at the Berklee Collefge
Music and a former chairman at the jazz divisionh& New England Conservatory of Music.

... He played for Herb Pomeroy’s band from 1955 t6718nd after that toured with The Dorsey Brothers.
He would also work with Woody Herman’s band antha&n1960s wrote music for Buddy Rich.

By the mid-1960s he had made a name for himsalh &slucator. He had joined the faculty at Berklee i
1965. He formed an ensemble there that becamefdhe most well-regarded college jazz bands.”

Our thanks go t@r. Dean Cantywho gave us the ‘heads up’ for this event. Dmt@aretired trumpet and

music teacher from University of Texas-Pan AmericaBdinburg, Texas leads the Dean Canty Orchestra.
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NEW 2013-2014 TJEA LEADERSHIP

TJEA would like to announce and congratulate thelyelected officers for the 2013-14 membershipriea

President-Elect:  Mark Nichols
Treasurer: Heather Mensch
Director:  Greg Ball

Their term will begin on July 1 with the new memdiap year, along witlAric Schneller, who will start his
term as President. You can meet them at the TIE&ingeat TBA in July. Thanks to everyone who voted
and was nominated.

Also a thanks t&?aul Baker, Roland Sandova) Brent Matheson andAric Schneller, who served on the
elections committee.

Respectfully Submitted,
Matthew Seifert
Elections Committee Chair

PERFORM AT TMEA 2014l
TJEA INVITED JAZZ ENSEMBLE

The first annual Invited Jazz Ensemble performatdbe 2013 TMEA convention was an outstanding
success. It's time to start planning for next yead your ensemble could be on stage next Febrdaryget
started all you have to do is submit an applicatiod recording.

TJEA director, Alex Parker, sent the following keetmembership earlier in April. “The due datetfos
applications and recordings for the Second Annonateéd Jazz Ensemble performance at TMEA is rapidly
approaching. Entry information, as well as theli@ppon, can be found on our website or via theEM
page, both listed below. Entries must be recebseblay 15!

Please remember you must be a "Regular" membedABNd an "Active” member of TMEA to enter.
We can't wait to hear your bands!”

Alex Parker

Baylor University

254-710-4625 office, 254-709-5350 Cell
Alex Parker@baylor.edu

Visit the following links to download an applicatio

http://www.tjea.org/web files/Publications/JazzEnbéePerformanceApplication.pdf
http://www.tmea.org/divisions-regions/band/jazz-emble-application
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The TJEA Newsletter is compiled four times a year, in February, May, August and November.
by email to the editor in a Word formatted attachment.

sent as separate JPEG images.

Articles should be sent

Any photos should be placed in your Word formatted article or

Email should be sent to the newsletter editor, John Goode, at newsletter@tjea.org.

DEADLINES:

January 15 (Feb. Edition)
April 15 (May Edition)
July 15 (August Edition)
October 15 (Nov. Edition)

Texas Jazz Newsletter reserves the right to approve and edit all materials proposed for distribution.




